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procedure under international law is as essentially 
lawlessness as the actual violation of the law in 
other directions. 

We are not speaking here of the conduct of the 
responsible governments of Russia and of Great 
Britain. These have been, through the entire course 
of the incidents, " very proper " and " conciliatory," 
and there is no probability that any serious misun- 
derstanding between them will be occasioned. We 
have only been pointing out that war, — a lawless 
thing in itself, — discarding all the common principles 
of morality ordinarily in force among men, produces 
inevitably among the peoples engaging in it a spirit 
of lawlessness, which is liable to break out anywhere 
where temptation happens to press a little sorely. 
The only way to prevent this side lawlessness is to 
prevent the central lawlessness. 

Another fact has been illustrated anew by these 
incidents ; that is, the extreme difficulty of ever 
getting rid of the prejudices and hatreds engendered 
and left behind by war. It has been fifty years since 
England and Russia were engaged in the Crimean 
struggle. The whole British nation was at that 
time carried away with madness against the Czar's 
country. The utterances of the British press toward 
Russia within the last month have disclosed the red- 
hot embers of the old passion lying only a little 
concealed. One had begun to hope that the old 
prejudice and dislike were largely gone and that a 
more human and Christian spirit was taking its place. 
And we still think that there has been great gain in 
this direction. But the events to which we are 
alluding show how little it would take to stir up the 
waning embers and set the whole British structure 
again on fire with hatred of Russia. 

There is nothing in human character more de- 
praved and despicable than the hatred -of man by 
man. And that is one of the evil fruits which war 
is always producing and propagating. 



All They that Take Dynamite shall 
Perish with Dynamite. 

" I do not wonder at his assassination, though I 
deeply lament it," is what ex-Ambassador Andrew 
D. White is reported to have said the day after the 
news came of the assassination of Mr. von Plehve, 
the Russian Minister of the Interior. 

The feeling that prompted that utterance is prob- 
ably shared by most of those who are well informed 
as to the course of recent events in Russia. The 
assassination is a great crime, and can be justified 
neither on ethical grounds nor on those of political 
utility. The brutal killing of a minister of state, 
whether done for anarchistic reasons or by way of 
retaliation for wrongs and injustices which he had 
occasioned, does not remedy the evils of which com- 
plaint is justly made. The general tendency has 



always been to make them worse. Violence begets 
violence, from above downwards, as well as from 
below upwards, and the men who grow desperate 
and resort to it must not wonder if they find 
themselves at once more hopelessly enmeshed in 
the toils of severe and relentless oppression. That, 
it is to be feared, will be the result of the assassi- 
nation of von Plehve, as it was the result of the 
assassination of his predecessor, and of the more recent 
assassination of the Governor-General of Finland. Al- 
ready an even severer man than the late minister is 
talked of as his successor. 

On the other hand, von Plehve has reaped as he 
sowed, and one cannot wonder at it. He was generally 
believed to have been responsible for the horrible 
massacres of the Jews at Kishineff. In carrying into 
effect the monstrous policy adopted by the government 
for crushing out the ancient liberties of Finland, one 
of the grossest political crimes of modern times, he 
held the stroke oar. If the reports that have come to 
us about him are true, there was nothing too heartless 
for him to have performed in order to bring about 
" pacification " and mute submission to the domina- 
tion of the Russian oligarchy. 

The natural fruit of this policy has been, as was 
clearly foreseen, the spirit of hatred and revenge. 
Finland, from being a quiet, loyal province, when 
allowed by Russia her ancient local rights and inde- 
pendent institutions, has quickly been transformed 
into a seething mass of rebellious and vindictive 
spirits, over whom Russia will be hereafter able to 
maintain her sway only by the harshest and most 
tyrannical measures. 

Even if the murderer of von Plehve was not a 
Finn, what we have said is nevertheless pertinent. 
For the tyrannical and repressive methods of the 
Russian government, — the oligarchical State Coun- 
cil, — whose victim the Czar is, have sowed the 
seeds of discontent and discord and violence 
throughout the empire. It is in the soil of such 
methods that hate and anarchy and nihilism and the 
spirit of murder naturally spring up and nourish, 
and the Russian governmental leaders will continue 
to be the victims of dynamite so long as they cling 
to this totally un-Christian and inhuman policy. No 
files of soldiers, however long or deep or fierce, will 
be able to prevent them from being shot down like 
common dogs, or blown into fragments by diabolical 
bombs such as the government itself makes and 
stores in its arsenals to destroy its own enemies 
with. 

There is but one way out of the dreadful impasse. 
The stern system of brute domination and violence 
employed to secure submission to a self-assumed 
tyranny has failed again, as it has always failed. 
The weakest and most insignificant men can easily 
find ways of turning its most wisely contrived and 
cunning defenses, and of destroying its most shining 
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leaders. If the Russian government would dismiss 
its panoplied bodyguards, would call in its secret 
police, would proclaim a constitution and let the 
people have a share in its government, would unmuz- 
zle the press and proclaim genuine freedom of speech, 
would let in foreign newspapers without blacking 
their faces, would begin to take the crushing burdens 
of its gigantic militarism off the peasantry, would 
send kind and gentle men into the provinces to 
institute reforms and to establish larger local self- 
government, — if, in a word, the government would 
frankly and openly abandon once for all its old con- 
stitution and its policy of the sword, and transform 
itself into a government of the people, by the people 
and for the people, there would soon be no more 
assassinations of Czars, and Governors-General, and 
Ministers of the Interior, and the Emperor might 
ride unattended through the streets of his capital in 
as much security as the simplest peasant. But if it 
continues its present rSgirne, it is written in the 
fates that it will some day lose its life entirely by a 
violent revolution. All they that take dynamite 
shall perish with dynamite. 

There are reports these days that spirits high up 
toward the throne in St. Petersburg are beginning 
to think aloud in this sense, and that their sugges- 
tions are not spurned. Let the Czar hear these 
men, and turn from him the counsels of the violent, 
and his throne will be established and order and peace 
be established throughout his empire. 



Editorial Notes. 



We shall hope to be able to give in our 
Congress. 6 September issue a fairly complete program 

of the sessions of the Universal Peace 
Congress, which opens on the 3d of October in Tremont 
Temple, Boston. Arrangements have been made with 
the railways by which tickets to Boston for the Con- 
gress can be purchased at the stations in all parts of the 
United States at one and one-third fare for the round 
trip. Ticket agents will have proper instructions from 
the Passenger Associations, and all who purchase tickets 
should be careful to inquire about the reduced rates. 
Sunday, the 2d of October, will be a sort of preparation 
day for the Congress. There will be a general observ- 
ance of the day by the pastors of the Boston churches, 
and those who arrive on Saturday evening will be amply 
repaid for coming early. On Sunday evening there will 
be a great consecration musical service in Symphony 
Hall by the famous Handel and Haydn Society with a 
large orchestra. The great peace hymns and others 
appropriate to the occasion will be sung, and the whole 
program will be of the highest order. The tickets 
to this service will be free to all delegates, and up to 
the middle of September preference in the distribution 



of them will be given to those who apply from outside 
of Boston. It is hoped by the Committee on Organiza- 
tion that all those interested in the peace movement will 
see that strong delegations come from their various cities 
and communities. The Thirteenth International Peace 
Congress promises to be a great and memorable occasion. 



The preparations for the Conference 
conference" 1611 "* °^ tne Interparliamentary Union, which 
is to meet at St. Louis September 12- 
14, are well advanced. From one to two hundred 
delegates are expected from abroad. The delegates 
from over sea will be entertained by the United States 
Group, from the time of their arrival at New York until 
their departure. Their program includes a visit to 
Washington and reception by the President. The 
opening session of the Conference at St. Louis will be 
given to addresses by representative delegates from the 
Groups .in different countries. The subjects which have 
already been put down for discussion include : " Pacific 
Conventions," " Reduction of Armaments as a Result of 
the Actual Situation brought about by the Recent Ar- 
bitration Treaties," "A Revision of the Geneva Conven- 
tion, particularly from the Point of View of Explosives 
which Expose Neutrals to Danger." The Conference 
will also discuss the matter of the " Calling of a Confer- 
ence Supplementary to that at The Hague, with the 
View of the Generalization of Obligatory Arbitration," 
the "Affirmation of the Right of the non-Signatory 
Powers to Adhere to The Hague Convention," "The 
Union of the American States with those already 
Parties to The Hague Convention," and " The Study of 
the Rights and Duties of Neutrals." These subjects are 
all of immediate practical importance, and their full and 
free discussion ought to make the Conference one of 
great interest and value. 



In a strong article in the Vienna JYeue 
aerm^Treaty. Freie 1>resse -, the most widely circulated 
daily paper in Austria, Mr. Alfred II. 
Fried, editor of the Berlin Friedens- Warte, writes thus 
of the significance of the Anglo-German arbitration 
treaty concluded on the 12th of July : 

" The great significance of the treaty which has been 
concluded between Germany and England lies in the 
fact that Germany, which has hitherto stood so opposed 
to the policy of arbitration, has decided to enter into this 
union which, in germ, is preparing the way for the Fed- 
eration of Europe. It was the delegates of the German 
government who in 1899 prevented the Hague Confer- 
ence from making the treaty there concluded obligatory 
for a number of classes of disputes. Against the wish 
of the other powers the contention of Germany was 
forced through, and the epidemic of arbitration treaties 
which since last year has been going through the 



